
Sent: 23 Nov 2021 12:34 

 

Dear Councillor Siddons 

 

ARGOS DEVELOPMENT – PRESENTATION TO THE CWTRA 25 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

I am disappointed that you have declined to attend the meeting this evening. 

 

This development is one of the largest projects undertaken by this Council and I would 

suggest is the largest amount of borrowing it has ever proposed. The Council has 

promoted the Scheme.  

 

You will be aware that there is much concern in many quarters. You have called out the 

concerns raised as “deliberate misinformation” and “rumours and inaccuracies”  yet you 

are not prepared to attend this meeting and face the residents of this ward. The 

Council, in concert with the developers, has commenced a campaign to promote the 

Scheme. Whilst this engagement is welcome it is 2 years too late. No doubt the Council 

has invested significant time and cost in these proposals, but surely it is getting the 

best result for the residents that matters. It is the Council’s stated policy “to put 

residents at the heart of all that we do”. Well live up to those words. The concerns 

raised are valid and real. They have been raised by many who just want what is best for 

the Town. They have no axe to grind. 

 

You maintain that the University is committed to this town and this scheme (I sincerely 

hope they are), but they are only prepared to have a lease with a break after 10 years. 

In other words they are only committed for 10 years. The Scheme has borrowing for 40 

years, so the residents of this town are committed to this for more than a generation. 

 

You are the leader of the Council under whose watch this is being forced through. 

Democracy has failed if you are not prepared to meet the electors of this Ward, let 

alone the Borough. 

 

Please ensure that your deputy Councillor Colling attends. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

James Corrigan  

on behalf of 

Old Town Scarborough 

 

 

On 23/11/2021 09:09, Cllr.Steve Siddons wrote: 

  

Thank you for your invitation. I’m sorry that I will not be available to attend this meeting which is primarily 

for Castle Ward residents. I know that the officers present will provide a comprehensive presentation on the 

redevelopment of the former Argos site.   

You ask for a political dimension to the debate. This project was conceived during the last Conservative 

administration and was supported by the vast majority of Elected Members across the political spectrum 

when the scheme was approved in July 2019.  

Following that Council decision, a legally binding contract was entered into to prepare and develop the 

scheme which will now go before Planning Committee. That contract IS legally binding.  

The University are fully committed to this scheme and it forms the basis of their expansion plans which will 

see up to 5000 students receiving professional training within the town. This would not be possible without 

this project.  

A number of concerns have been raised by residents and that is why I have asked for a short delay in 

planning to ensure those concerns are addressed and explained and residents views are listened to.  

I would also remind you that extensive consultation has also been carried out with a wide range of other 

groups in the town.  

The purpose of these consultations is to provide information on the proposals and answer any questions 

stakeholders may have. We are also attempting wherever possible to consult with groups and organisations 

who's views are typically underrepresented.  

 

Stakeholder groups we have now confirmed dates / undertaken consultation with, include: 



Scarborough Chamber of Trade 

Scarborough Market Traders 

South Bay Traders Association 

CU Scarborough Students and Staff  

Scarborough Harbour User Group  

Bar Street Traders 

Yorkshire Coast Sight Support  

Scarborough Civic Society  

Scarborough Town Centre Team  

Sidewalk Youth Project  

Coastline sight suspport 

Beyond Housing  

 

Wider awareness raising and consultation across the borough is being undertaken through traditional and 

social media channels, examples include but are not limited to: 

facebook www.facebook.com/scarboroughcouncil/videos/925700748349591/ , the Council's own 

webpage https://www.scarborough.gov.uk/latest-news/leader-statement-former-argos-proposals,  The 

developers webpage  

https://newboroughregeneration.co.uk/ , the Scarborough News and of course the planning portal. 

 

 

 

Cllr Steve Siddons  

Leader of the Council 

Councillor for Ramshill & Weaponness 

Scarborough Borough Council 
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